All political parties fought for separate Telangana. But the TRS came to power due
to the wrong policies of the Congress. We will not keep quiet till the TRS
government fulﬁlls all its promises — ERRABALLI DAYAKAR RAO, TDP LEADER

TW
A Smart City
Is More Than
Just A Grand
Vision Guided
By Technology

STATES

SMART VIZAG IN THE MAKING…
apps, the city can achieve
seamless trafﬁc ﬂows and
better quality life. Cities
like Taichung and Toronto
entered the league of smart
cities by creating intelligent
communities.
The ‘Startup Village’ in
Vizag should be shaped on
the lines of MaRs Discovery
District in Toronto, which is
one of the largest urban innovation hubs in the world
with business leaders, young
entrepreneurs and subject
matter experts collaborating
to make the city a hotbed of
innovation – an interdisciplinary and cross industry
collaborative model that Vizag can emulate.

Karuna Gopal

Vizag is all
set to become
smart and the
timing couldn’t
be better. It is
happening at
a time when the world has
reached a consensus on the
deﬁnition of a ‘smart city’
and smart technologies have
matured considerably. With
ﬁnancial and technological support from the United
States (US), the city is all set
to ﬂy. But shaping a smart
city is not just about a grand
vision but is also about its
granularity. Here’s a glimpse.

Smart Prioritization
Robotic walls for homes,
gigabit per second internet
speed, persuasive electric
vehicles for the disabled,
wearable technology for patients…the possibilities are
endless, but the question is,
are they relevant for Vizag?
Will they become relevant in
the future as the city evolves
into a global, economically
vibrant innovation hub?
These are perhaps the most
important questions at the
moment.
In the recently-concluded,
biggest-ever bilateral technology summit between
India and the US, a US ofﬁcial recalled that during
hurricane Katrina, climatic
information was made available in advance but it took
almost 48 hours for evacuation to begin. By then New
Orleans was devastated! This
highlights the fact that smart
information dissemination
has to be ably supported by
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Smart Vision

robust back-end operations!
For Vizag, the priorities
can be a combination of
disaster management, maritime security, coastal surveillance, smart water supply, waste management and
even managing the stray dog
menace, but it is important
to ensure a robust back-end,
which is more about people
than smart technologies.

Smart Decisions
As a smart industrial
hub, Vizag will soon experience trafﬁc gridlocks. Metro
rail is being explored as an
option but global experience
shows that capital and maintenance costs are very high
for metro rail infrastructure.
Perhaps Vizag should
explore a light rail public
transportation system on
the lines of the London Light
Rail, a 182-mile track connecting business hubs like
Heathrow and Paddington,
among others. It has seen a

Smart information
dissemination has
to be ably supported
by robust back-end
operations. Also,
smart growth is less
about technology
and more about
sustainability
40% increase in ridership
and remains ever popular.
Connecting existing business and emerging residential hubs like Jagadamba
Center, Dwaraka Nagar,
Poorna Market, Gajuwaka
and Madhurwada by a light
rail system will be a ‘smart
decision’.
Comprehensive
mobility studies should be
taken up to design pedestrian
walkways, two-wheeler lanes
and the like.

Smart is about People
The smart city concept
goes beyond just intercon-

nections and interactions
facilitated by the use of
ICT and geomatics. Vizag
should become smart by
engaging its citizens creatively. Armed with smart
phones, citizens can double up as sensors and actuators – citizens can take
pictures of garbage on the
roads, leaking pipes and
failing infrastructure using a custom-built mobile
app that populates a ‘City
Portal’, which in turn pulls
information from social media for real time ‘City Sentiment Analysis’.
Citizens will then become ‘sensing tools’ that
monitor the performance of
critical infrastructure and
this will be the ﬁrst step
towards creating smart governance, anchored by educated and enlightened citizens. An ‘open data’ policy
will empower them further.
By giving access to public
data for building mobile

Contrary to popular belief, smart growth is less
about technology and more
about sustainability. Walkable neighbourhoods, public
transportation, affordable
housing, eco conservation,
stakeholder collaboration
are, in fact, the very DNA of
a smart city!
While technology and
funding may be from the
US, the city can get knowledge and best practices from
anywhere in the world. The
concept of Barcelona’s City
Protocol and Rio de Janeiro’s Control and Command
Center should be borrowed.
There is something to learn
from not only big global cities like New York, Singapore, Amsterdam and London but also smaller ones
like Taichung, Waterloo and
Arlington. This ‘science of
city’ and the ‘art of smart
decision making’ will surely
catapult the City of Destiny
into a new orbit of glory.
(The writer is president
of the Foundation of
Futuristic Cities)

Why two separate consumer
commissions, HC asks states
Hyderabad: Justice C V
Nagarjuna Reddy of the Hyderabad high court on Friday,
while dealing with a petition
ﬁled by practicing advocate S Raj Kumar of
Hyderabad, directed
the two state governments and also the
Centre to explain
within four weeks as
to why they have resorted to setting up
two separate state consumer
commissions without taking
in regard the fate of the existing one which was functioning as a common commission
till now.
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@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: All India Service (AIS) ofﬁcers of Andhra
Pradesh cadre are to be given another chance to utilize
the ‘swapping’ option. This
was decided at the meeting
of the Pratyush Sinha committee in Delhi, which was
attended by chief secretaries of AP and Telangana.
According
to
highly
placed sources, the ‘ﬁnal’
swapping will be offered
to ofﬁcers in the same ‘pay
band’ and they would be given three months after the ﬁnal allocation to exercise the
option. The Pratyush Sinha
panel has already made its
provisional allotment public
and consequently, it was de-

Dealing with the petition
that charged both the AP and
Telangana governments with
showing scant regard to the
provisions of the AP Reorganization Act, the judge directed the advocate generals
of the two states to
assist the court in
this regard.
The
Telangana
government, without mentioning
anything about
the status of the
three-member
state commission headed by
Justice Tamada Gopalakrishna, notiﬁed the formation of
its state commission on October 15. The AP government
followed suit and notiﬁed its

Hyderabad: AP energy department ofﬁcials were in
for a shock when the Union
home ministry informed
them that Niraja Mathur
committee, appointed to
resolve the power disputes
between the two states, was
still active. AP ofﬁcials were
of the view that the term of
the committee had ended on
October 31 and they had not
heard anything about it being given an extension.
On Friday, during the
high-level meeting chaired
by Union home secretary
Anil Goswami, AP and Tel-

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

WORK IN PROGRESS: Children from a private school watch the making of a traditional
Telangana ‘Gongadi’, a blanket woven from wool obtained from the Deccani breed of sheep,
at an exhibition in Begumpet in the city on Friday

AIS ofﬁcers get more ‘swapping’ time
According to sources, the
ﬁle relating to AIS allotment
was returned from the PMO
without clearance and with the
remark that as many ofﬁcers
as possible be allowed to move
to the state they want to serve
cided that no more changes
will be made in the list.
Sources said that swapping
will be allowed in such a way
that it will not affect the provisional allotment.
Both the chief secretaries requested the Centre to
publish the ﬁnal allocation
list without waiting for the
swapping as that exercise

Panel that never died
shocks AP ofﬁcials
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

own commission on November 20, said Raj Kumar, who
argued the case as a party in
person.
Since October 15, the existing commission stopped
adjudicating the matters pertaining to Telangana, the petitioner said, adding that several advocates like him and
their clients are suffering on
account of this. Now, AP too
has followed suit, he said, asserting that the action of the
two governments goes against
the provisions of Section 79
of the AP Reorganization Act
and the Consumer Protection
Act. The outcome of this plea
will serve the cause of several
such common institutions,
said Raj Kumar.

angana power ofﬁcials raised
the issue of cancellation of
the Power Purchase Agreements. After consulting his
ofﬁcials, Goswami said he
would act after the Niraja
Mathur committee submits
its report. When AP pointed
out that the term of the committee ended, the home secretary said it was very much
in existence and that it would
give its report in December.
The committee had earlier, in its draft report, found
fault with AP for cancelling
PPAs. But after hearing AP’s
objections, the committee
withdrew its draft report and
asked the two governments

will affect only 5 per cent
of the ofﬁcers. According to
the sources, the ﬁle relating
to the AIS allotment was returned from the Prime Minister’s ofﬁce without clearance and with the remark
that as many ofﬁcers as possible be allowed to move to
the state they want to serve,
but without disturbing the

We are surprised
to hear that
the (Niraja Mathur)
committee is still in
existence. We did not
hear from the panel in
the last two months
-Senior AP
government official
to wait till the ﬁnal report.
Meanwhile, the term of the
committee ended on October
31 and there was no ofﬁcial
announcement on the extension. “We are surprised to
hear that the committee is
still in existence. We did not
hear from the panel in the
last two months,” said a senior ofﬁcial. Now, before submitting its ﬁnal report, the
panel would visit the state
one more time, said sources.

basic principles followed by
the Sinha committee so far.
Based on the PM’s directive, the DoPT asked
Pratyush Sinha to evolve a
method by which more ofﬁcers can get the cadre of their
choice without affecting the
cadre strength allotted to
the two states. “Whether to
release the ﬁnal list before
allowing the ﬁnal swapping
or to go for swapping ﬁrst
will be decided by the DoPT
secretary,” the sources said.
Meanwhile,
in
another meeting, the C R
Kamalanathan committee
appraised the progress made
in the distribution of state-

level employees. After meeting the DoPT secretary and
chief secretaries of the two
states, Kamalanathan said
that the division will be completed by the end of March.
According to him, the departments of industries and
commerce, CCLA, stamps
and registrations, rural water supply and panchayat
raj, public health, rural development, transport, roads
and buildings, school education, law, irrigation and
command area development,
information technology and
tribal welfare have completed the distribution of posts
and notiﬁed the same. “Of

the total 85 departments,
we have notiﬁed the cadre
strength in 15 and sought
the options from the employees. The exercise in the
remaining departments will
be completed very soon and
the process of distribution
is likely to be completed by
March 2015,” Kamalanathan
reportedly said.
He declined to make fresh
changes in the guidelines as
was demanded by the Telangana employees unions, stating that the mandate given
by the Centre does not allow
the committee to take up the
distribution of local, district
and zonal posts.

So far 16,000 such schools have
been set up to educate people
and propagate the values of
Hyderabad: The Vishwa
Hinduism. “We are also givHindu Parishad (VHP) is
ing away saris to women who
planning a massive expanare willing to return to Hindusion across the twin states to
ism. This is our ‘ghar-wapas’
counter forced religious coninitiative,” Raj added.
versions, its top leaders said
The VHP believes that
ahead of a key meeting schedtemples are not merely places
uled to be held here on Satof worship, but centres of
urday, where they will chalk
social service, education and
out future plans and celebrate
healthcare as well. “There
their golden jubilee.
are many temples which have
The VHP, through its six
been neglected by leaders and
lakh volunteers, will spread
ofﬁcials alike. It is the need
the message of Hindutva in
of the hour to
Telangana and
revive the glory
AP and turn
We want
of temples,” the
all temples into
VHP state presischools, where
temples to
dent said.
the battle to be restored to their
Raj said that
counter
relithe VHP is willgious
conver- glory of bygone era
ing to support
sions will begin, when they were
any
political
M Ram Raj, hubs for learning
outﬁt in the upVHP state presiand growth rather
coming
local
dent said.
body elections
The
move than bank lockers,
if they promise
assumes
sig- where people just
to take up the
niﬁcance as it deposited money in
cause of Hindu
comes at a time
return
for
blessings
culture
and
when the MajlisM
Ram
Raj,
VHP
values. “There
e-Ittehadul Mushave been lots
limeen (MIM) is state president
of state governtrying to expand
ment schemes for minorities,
across the districts and also in
but Hindus have been neglectMaharashtra, Uttar Pradesh
ed,” he alleged.
and West Bengal. “We have
The VHP will be celebratbegun strengthening our neting its golden jubilee celebrawork at the village level. We
tions on Saturday, which is exwant to ensure that no harm
pected to be a show of strength
comes to Hindus, especially in
for the Sangh Parivaar in the
matters concerning temples
state. During the day, the outand priests. Time has come to
ﬁt is planning a meeting with
protect them,” Raj said.
all temple priests to formulate
The VHP has established
a plan to turn temples into
single-teacher schools called
centres of learning.
‘Ekal Vidyalayas’ in the states.

Naidu meets Abe, signs deals with 3 ﬁrms
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: On the last leg of his
ﬁve-day visit to Japan, AP chief
minister Chandrababu Naidu met
Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
and reportedly bowled him over
with his presents that included
Tirupati laddus, a shawl and a memento.
Accepting Naidu’s invitation
to visit Andhra Pradesh, Abe said
he was touched by the gifts and
would drape the shawl around his
shoulders during his electoral campaign in Japan next month, a press
release from the CMO said. Just
two days before Naidu’s arrival, Abe had dissolved the lower
house of Parliament in favour of
snap polls to seek people’s approval
for his reforms, popularly known
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STRENGTHENING TIES: Andhra Pradesh
chief minister N Chandrababu Naidu
presents a memento to Japan Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo on Friday

as Abenomics.
Abe also assured Naidu of all cooperation in building the new capi-

tal of Andhra Pradesh as a world
class city. Stating that Naidu’s
visit, coming close on the heels of
Narendra Modi’s visit to the country, is an honour to the land of the
rising sun, Abe said, “This meeting
will strengthen the bilateral ties
between Japan and India and open
new vistas for both countries in areas of strategic and global partnership.” “We are hopeful of improving and strengthening relations
with India and Andhra Pradesh in
various sectors like trade and commerce, infrastructure, technology,
agriculture and automobiles,” he
said.
Earlier in the day, Naidu met
representatives of many corporations and signed three MoUs with
METI, NEDO & Kobelco. He met
Akira Shimizu, vice-president, Hi-

tachi, and invited the company to
take part in the development of the
new capital.
The MoU with the ministry of
economy, trade and industry of
Japan (METI) was signed by JSV
Prasad, principal secretary, industries department, and Hideo Suzuki, director-general, trade policy
bureau of Japan in the presence of
Naidu and Yoichi Miyazawa, minister of economy, trade and industry.
The MoU signed with new energy and industrial technology
development organization (NEDO)
is meant to cooperate in energyrelated technology areas such as
renewable energy (wind, solar, biomass, etc.), energy efﬁciency and
energy storage. The third MoU was
signed between Kobe Steel Group &
Kobelco Cranes and Sri City.

